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Preface

Nationalism remains one of the most enduring issues on the agenda, both
in Tirkiye and across the world. The political trajectory of nationalism has
not only played a constitutive role in political systems but has also shaped
and transformed political climates. Although the international dynamics of
the twenty-first century seek to produce solutions to global problems through
international organizations, international pressure and interest groups, and
international civil society, nationalism continues to maintain its influence in
the international system by offering local remedies to global crises. This is also a
consequence of nationalism’s eclectic structure and its flexibility in taking shape
according to the dynamics of the societies in which it emerges.

This book aims to move beyond the outdated and repetitive agenda in the
studies of nationalism in Tiirkiye. It attempts to reexamine Turkish nationalism
within the framework of international debates on nationalism. From the
perspective of Turkish nationalism, the book not only addresses topics such
as political fragmentation, multiculturalism, popular culture, international
migration, refugee issue, climate change and environmental problems, but also
reopens the discussion on the place and function of Turkish nationalism’s domestic
agenda inherited from the twentieth century in relation to identity, culture
and modernization. Each chapter contributes to the literature on nationalism
by bringing forward the key debates surrounding Turkish nationalism in the
twenty-first century. In this regard, I believe that this edited volume, prepared
with the contributions of academics who are experts in their respective fields,
will fill an important gap in both the national and international literature.

Prof. Dr. Gonca Bayraktar Durgun

Department of Political Science and Public Administration
Ankara Hact Bayram Veli University

Ankara, July 2026



Introduction

The political agenda of the twenty-first century has been shaped by
globalization’s new definitions of space, time, and identity. This has also kept
alive, in both international and national public opinion, the assumption that
traditional twentieth-century concepts such as nations and nation-states would,
within the global system and its regional subsystems, be subjected to a process
of dissolution. As the political and social theses of globalization entered the
political climate through Francis Fukuyama’s claim of the “end of history,” the
collapse of the Soviet Union further extended the influence of a liberal discourse
that presented liberal democracies as having once again proven themselves and
humanity as having reached the highest stage of maturity it could attain.

The assumption that liberalism had come to occupy a central position in
the global system as the main determinant of political and social structures was
ultimately frustrated, as regional subsystems could not be transformed through
liberal democracies and the global system itself entered a period of instability
marked by ethnic, religious, and sectarian conflicts. In this process, liberalism
lost its political momentum. While nation-states were exposed to global-scale
crises such as international migration and smuggling, economic crises, climate
and environmental problems, pandemics, and ethnic and religious division and
fragmentation, the centrist politics of liberal democracies failed to produce
policy instruments capable of responding to these developments. Particularly in
continental Europe, the political climate increasingly came under the influence
of right-wing populism. In a sense, the twenty-first-century agenda, once filled
with the arguments of globalization, has been rewritten in uncertain ways
through the process of deglobalization, as nationalisms have reappeared in the
political arena, whether willingly or unwillingly.

The process of deglobalization is once again solidifying concepts that
globalization had rendered more diffuse and that ambiguous formations
such as international society had made available. How nationalism, as the
ideological argument of deglobalization, will shape the global system is already
a matter of considerable interest. In the twenty-first century, nationalisms
are not only reconceptualizing issues such as migration, climate change, and
environmental problems by removing them from their liberal framing, but
are also transforming their ideological terminology. Another open question is
whether this transformation will follow a positive or negative course, given
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nationalism’s eclectic capacity and its rapidly mutating character.

This study, titled Current Issues of Turkish Nationalism in the Twenty-First
Century, seeks to explore, in the case of Ttirkiye, how nationalism will be shaped
by the dynamics of the twenty-first century and/or how it will shape the geog-
raphy in which we live under its own distinctive conditions. At a time when
nationalism’s epistemic institutions, such as national identity, national sover-
eignty, and the nation-state, remain subjects of political and academic debate
in Tirkiye, Turkish nationalism has once again embarked on its journey into
the twenty-first century. Accompanied by the new century of the Republic, this
journey also makes it worthwhile to examine what Turkish nationalism entails.
In this respect, the study has the distinction of being the first to examine, in a
detailed and holistic manner, the elements of continuity and change in Turkish
nationalism alongside the changing dynamics of the twenty-first century. It is
therefore argued that the study will open a new page in discussions of Turkish
nationalism and that Turkish nationalism will be reread through this new frame.

The book begins by offering a conceptual and historical framework for
Turkish identity. In the article titled The “Turkishness” Journey of the Turk: A
Comparative Perspective, written by Prof. Dr. Senol Durgun, the politicization
of Turkish identity as a modern concept is examined through its historical,
cultural, and ideological dynamics. The various answers given to the question
“Who is a Turk?”, one of the most fundamental debates surrounding nationalism
in Tuirkiye, also shape the political atmosphere of the twenty-first century, while
the cultural fault lines emerging from this atmosphere are continually activated
by ideological tensions. Therefore, without understanding the historical
background of Turkish identity, its cultural tensions, and its ideological
divergences, it is not possible to grasp how Turkish nationalism interprets the
twenty-first century.

An additional aspect of the debates on national identity and nationalism in
Tiirkiye concerns the sources upon which Turkish nationalism is based. This issue
also encompasses the question of the position of Turkish nationalism within the
process of modernization. Dr. H. Bozkurt Celik and Dr. Satuk Cetinkaya have
focused on this question in their article entitled Secular Nationalism: A Specific
Crisis Within Nationalism — An Alternative in the 21st Century; They have
examined in depth the projections of secular sources within Turkish nationalism
in the 21st century.

In fact, the answer to the question “Who is a Turk?” also entails divergences
across various areas of Turkish nationalism. Defining Turkishness also raises the
question of how its political trajectory will be shaped. This issue is examined in
depth by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Dilsad Ttirkmenoglu Kose and Prof. Dr. Asena Boztasg
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in their study Fragmentation in Turkish Nationalism. While the study seeks to
answer the questions of how political divergences within Turkish nationalism
have been structured around particular political and ideological expectations,
and how these expectations have taken shape in political representation, it also
includes within its scope the problem of institutionalization in the mechanisms
of representation through which these divergences are expressed.

One of the most critical issues facing Turkish nationalism in the twenty-first
century is undoubtedly irregular international migration. While international
migration occupies the attention of the foreign policy and day-to-day politics
of all countries, Tiirkiye, by virtue of its geographical position, is among the
states most directly affected by regional political instability and by atmospheres
of ethnic, religious, and sectarian conflict. The study titled 7he Migration Issue
in the Context of Turkish Nationalismm, written by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Yusuf Ziya
Boliikbagi and doctoral researcher Semanur Alimli Boliikbasi, offers a detailed
analysis of how Turkish nationalism approaches the issues of international
migration and refugees through the party programs and the leaders’ discourses
of political parties representing nationalist positions in Tiirkiye. In this context,
ethno-religious and ethno-secular approaches to Turkish identity have interpreted
international migration and the migrant question in Tiirkiye through different
political motivations and ideological frameworks. As in many other parts of the
world, these interpretations have also made migration and the migrant question
one of the central issues of political populism.

Another element of the political atmosphere of the twenty-first century
is the continuing prominence of ecological politics, especially on the agenda
of international society. While ecological politics subjects nation-states, as the
political extension of industrialization, and nationalisms, as its ideological
reflection, to criticism on the basis of national self-interest, nationalisms have
also entered into a form of hybridization with ecological thought through
the argument that solutions to global climate change and environmental
problems must ultimately be national. Within the terminological repertoire of
nationalism, protecting nature has thus acquired a different conceptual basis
through claims about protecting the homeland and ensuring, first, the physical
survival of the nation and then the continuity of its cultural inheritance. The
relationship between nationalism and the environment, in the specific case
of Turkish nationalism, is addressed by Dr. Ergun Kalayct in the study titled
Fences in Heaven: “The Possibility of Belonging’ Between Two N's: Nature and
Nationalism. The originality of the study lies in the fact that articles examining
the relationship between Turkish nationalism and the environment are almost
nonexistent in both the international and national academic literature.
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Finally, the twenty-first century has also brought with it a cultural climate
in which everything solid dissolves and disappears through the mediation of
popular culture. In this context, the relationship between nationalism, culture,
and literature rests on a dynamic process. In their study titled 7he Relationship
Between Nationalism and Literature: Nationalist Literature, Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Gamze Ilicak Yiicel and Assoc. Prof. Dr. Gokberk Yiicel examine the transition
from national literature to nationalist literature first on ideological grounds
and then within the terrain of popular culture. National literature serves an
important function in providing social motivation and mobilization during the
founding phase of nationalism. Once nationalism becomes established as an
institutional order, however, the relationship between nationalism and literature
takes on a more ideological character and becomes a political instrument. In the
case of Turkish nationalism in particular, once it reached a new level of political
representation, literature in Turkiye also came to assume different functions
depending on the position of nationalism within the ideological spectrum. In
the twenty-first century, this functionality has become increasingly widespread
and has come under the lens of popular culture.
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